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DEAR FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS,
we are delighted you are joining our University community!
New achievements and new horizons and years of fruitful study await you ahead at St
Petersburg University, the oldest university in Russia and a world-class research, educational
and cultural centre.
Thousands of outstanding scholars and scientists, public figures, government and
political leaders, artists, writers and musicians have studied and worked at the University.
Now is your time!
As a student, try not to miss a single opportunity and be in time everywhere.
After all, life at St Petersburg University does not stop for a minute. In addition to
studying, the University organises scientific, cultural and sporting events.
We have prepared a student guide. It will help you manage your busy student life.

WELCOME

TO ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY!
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1.1. FACTS AND FIGURES

ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY TODAY
1724 —

the year when
it was founded

> 7 mln

> 750

non-degree
programmes

> 26 000

students in degree
programmes

degree programmes
in 2021

590

partner institutions
and universities
worldwide

academic staff

7,5

> 1600

storage units in the collection internship contracts and partnership
agreements
of the M Gorky
Scientific Library

490

≈ 4700

23

resource centres
of the University
Research Park

bln roubles

worth of the Research
Park equipment

> 13 000

places in the University
halls of residence

> 350

online
courses

Visit the official website english.spbu.ru for the current
information on all activities of St Petersburg University
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ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY AMONG
THE TOP WORLD’S UNIVERSITIES
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1.2. ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY: A CLASSICAL UNIVERSITY
A wide range of programmes encourages interdisciplinary projects
that open up new opportunities for you. Interdisciplinarity is a trend
of recent decades that makes it possible to develop programmes
at the intersection of several fields of knowledge. The University
is committed to the following principle: students freely attend
lectures in other areas of study; have access to all the resources of
the University; and establish joint start-ups and research projects,
within which they gather a team of like-minded people from various
fields of scientific knowledge.

St Petersburg University is a classical
university. This means that it offers
academic programmes in completely
different areas: from bioinformatics and
digital technologies to the study
of Asian and African languages.

SINCE 2009, THE UNIVERSITY HAS HAD A SPECIAL
STATUS. THIS MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO:

• hold additional admissions
tests for all degree
programmes

• set its own educational
standards

• award its
own academic
degrees

• issue its own
diplomas

Click here to read the text of the law on the special status of the University.

Our graduates are among the most
sought-after experts in the labour market.
We have managed to achieve this through
interaction with employers. We are
developing joint academic programmes and
projects so that you become a sought-after
expert in the future.
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1.3. THE UNIVERSITY RULES

WHAT SHOULD YOU LOOK INTO?
Over the three-century history, the University has developed its own traditions and rules, which are recorded
in various documents such as Rector’s orders and the University Student and Staff Code of Conduct. Click here
to read the latest orders of the Rector and other documents.

The University Student and
Staff Code of Conduct
>> here you can read the duties of the
University students and staff to maintain
the traditions of the University, observe
moral and ethical norms, and uphold
spiritual values.

Academic Regulations
>> this document regulates the teaching
and learning process for bachelor’s,
specialist’s, master’s programmes and
programmes of middle level professional
education. Here you can also read a
detailed description of the procedures
of transfer and reinstatement at the
University.

8

A GUIDE FOR FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

St Petersburg University
Charter
>> this is a set of rules that govern the
educational, research and administrative
activities of the University. Here you will
find a description of the principal functions
and responsibilities of the University
subdivisions.

The ‘Education’ section
>> this section contains descriptions
of academic programmes, summaries,
academic calendar, teaching materials,
and information about practical training.

ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY

HOW ARE DISPUTES
RESOLVED?
Thousands of people – students, faculty members and staff –
interact at St Petersburg University every day. It is natural that
in such an active and lively stream controversial situations
may arise.
Issues concerning social relations at the University are
resolved by the Ethics Committee. It is composed of
honorary professors of St Petersburg University. Click
here to learn more about the activities of the committee
and how to contact it.
St Petersburg University has a committee
for settling disputes between participants
in academic relations at the University.
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ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
HISTORY MUSEUM
It is a good idea to start getting acquainted with the
University at the St Petersburg University History
Museum. It houses exhibits that tell you in detail about
the University milestones: genuine documents and
photographs; instruments and study guides, books,
works of art and memorial things of outstanding
scientists; and awards and gifts to the University.
But it is not the only St Petersburg
University museum! The collections of
the University museums number over
3 million depository items and are
widely used in research activities and
academic programmes. You will learn
more about other museums in the
following sections of the guide.
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A FRESH START
For almost three centuries of its existence, the University has experienced many
events. However, against all the odds, St Petersburg University continued to develop
even in the most difficult times: new faculties and subdivisions were opened at the
University, and the geography of campuses expanded.
Over time, these ranges of activities required the
development of common rules for the transparent operation
of subdivisions and comfortable life for University students
and staff. Read the section ‘A Fresh Start’ for more details
about the changes that have taken place at St Petersburg
University in recent years and about the resolved issues.
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2. LEARN TO BEAT THE BEST.
WHAT OPPORTUNITIES
DO YOU HAVE?
2.1. THE BEST UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
The book collection of the M Gorky Scientific Library of St Petersburg University has been serving
university education and research for nearly 300 years. To search even the rarest and most complex
information, our students use printed publications of the library collection and a huge corpus of
electronic sources. It is simple and easy to do this today.
The core collection of the Scientific Library is located in the Twelve Collegia building. Other
buildings of the University house 21 branch departments in different areas of study. You can
get your library card there. The library is computer assisted and equipped with high-speed
Internet and Wi-Fi.
Additionally, the University has access to the richest collection of the world’s
largest publishers: Elsevier, Springer Nature, Wiley, Taylor & Francis, Cambridge
University Press, Oxford University Press and many others. In this electronic
‘knowledge space’ you can access different types of sources: from journals and
books to images, videos and experimental data.
Click here to find a complete list of resources. The necessary sources are available
here.
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HOW TO BORROW A BOOK?
A library card is issued to each student upon admission. To borrow books, you just need to show your library card to a
library employee. You can visit any subject department regardless of what field you are studying.

HOW TO CONFIGURE REMOTE ACCESS?
Using the login (st ****) and password, which is provided to every University student and staff member, you can log in to
the system of remote access to electronic resources through the Library’s website at any time from anywhere in the world.

THE COLLECTION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR READERS CONTAINS:

7 mln

40 000

70 000

over 125

paper
editions

rare
books

Oriental, Old Church Slavonic
and Western (European)
manuscripts

mln

electronic sources
of information

ISN’T IT IMPRESSIVE?
More information is available on the website of the St Petersburg
University Scientific Library.
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2.2. THE BEST RESEARCH PARK IN RUSSIA
The Research Park of St Petersburg University is the largest free access centre in Russia, equipped with the state-of-the-art
equipment. The Research Park operates according to the principle of equal access. This makes it possible to engage leading
research teams from around the world in cooperation. The University students can also use the resources of the Research
Park. Access to the equipment is available even for first-year students.
The equipment of 23 resource centres of the
Research Park can be used to carry out your first
research to prepare your graduation project or
participate in any scientific project provided you follow
the rules established for all resource centre users.
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2.3. MOST RELEVANT ONLINE COURSES
Online courses at the University make it possible to study with the University’s top scientists and lecturers for free and from
anywhere in the world. In terms of the number of courses, we rank first in Russia. More than 350 online courses have been
developed so far.
Recently, online courses have become an integral part of studying. Some of the curriculum courses are taught in a combined
learning format using online courses. Some online courses can be taken as optional electives.

HOW TO BECOME A STUDENT?

»
»
»
»

Select the course you are interested in
Enrol in a course on the Open edX platform
Depending on the start date of the course, you can either subscribe
to the course news, or immediately get access to the first lectures.
Upon completion, you can earn a course certificate according to the
rules of the platform.

Some online courses can be taken as optional electives.
Some of the University’s online courses are available all
the time: all course materials become available as soon as
you enrol; and you can take interim and final exams at any
convenient time.

REGISTER FOR THE COURSE ON THE EDUCATIONAL
PLATFORM
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2.4. SERVICES TO MAKE STUDYING EASIER
AND MORE EXCITING
STUDENT CORPORATE EMAIL
Email is the main channel of communication between the administration, teachers and students of St Petersburg University.
You can enter your mailbox (st******@student.spbu.ru) through the Blackboard system. You should enter the login
(st******) and the password that is provided to all students. On the first page (‘My University’) find the ‘Tools’ section and
follow the link E-mail».

WHAT NEWS USUALLY COMES?
•

important messages from the Academic Office;

•

immediate and reliable news from other services of the University.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO USE STUDENT CORPORATE EMAIL?
•
too many emails sometimes come to your private email address and the
most important ones, for example, from your teacher, may get lost in this stream;
•
we protect our information ecosystem from various intrusions such as hacks
and junk emails.

WHAT ELSE?
Through student corporate email, you can get a discount in popular online shops or on a subscription to VKMusic, Spotify, Apple
Music and others. Moreover, on the Russian Railways website, you will receive a 25% discount on travel in compartment cars. This
discount is valid only on Russian routes: the programme includes trains of the Federal Passenger Company, Sapsan, and Allegro.
16
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BLACKBOARD
Blackboard is an electronic learning management system. This system will help you: find teaching materials and assignments
for disciplines; hand over your homework; and keep in touch with your teacher.
To log in, follow the link, and then enter your (st******) and password.

MICROSOFT TEAMS
Microsoft Teams is an online platform for conducting classes in the distance mode. The wide capabilities of the platform
make it possible to interact with the teacher and classmates, publish learning materials and solve various issues: from
checking assignments to organising joint audio and video conferences. It is very convenient!

You can use either the cloud version or a special application. Click here to download it for Windows or MacOS.
Apps are also available for mobile devices.
Contact an employee of the Academic Office if:
• you have not received your login/password
• you do not receive emails (but your course mates do)
Contact the Information Technology Service if:
• you forgot (lost) your login or password
• you cannot login to electronic systems such as corporate
email or Blackboard .

17

TIMETABLE
The timetable is made up before the beginning of each academic semester.
It is available in the information system timetable.spbu.ru
or on the information boards and screens in your educational building.

CONTACT DETAILS OF THE ACADEMIC OFFICES
THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICE
Office 009, ground floor, Rector’s Wing, 7-9
Universitetskaya Embankment
+7 (812) 363 60 30
support@spbu.ru | Monday to Friday: 9am-6pm

OTHER TECHNOLOGIES AVAILABLE
Distance technologies have proved to be much in demand in studies. For the convenience of the University students and
staff, we therefore provide a free version of MS Office 365 products. Everything that will be of use to you in your studies can
be found there: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote и Microsoft Teams.
To receive them, enter your personal account details on the website: st******@student.spbu.ru and your password.
Click here to find details in the electronic guide.
If you have any difficulties during installation, contact the Information Technology Service by filling out an application on
the website or by phone +7 (812) 363-60-30.
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2.5. STUDYING AT A FOREIGN UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC MOBILITY
Our students have the opportunity to take part in academic mobility programmes. They make it possible for you to: study
abroad for one or two semesters; get acquainted with the culture of another country; and make new friends. It makes no
difference what your area of study is. All students can take part in the competitive selection. The restrictions are only for
students for whom the period of mobility coincides with the first semester of their master’s programme or the last semester
of their final year.

YOU CAN GET TO A FOREIGN UNIVERSITY IN SEVERAL WAYS:
•

on your own initiative

•

within the framework of an inter-university agreement. This includes the Erasmus
+ scholarship support programme if you participate in the St Petersburg University
annual open competition

•

through international academic mobility programmes if you win a grant from
the organisers

•

through intergovernmental agreements if you participate in the annual
open competition of the Ministry of Education and Science of the
Russian Federation

To go to a foreign university for study, it is necessary to read the rules and
choose the direction you are interested in. Our students have studied at many
universities throughout the world. Visit special blogs to read the impressions
they share.
VKontakte
Contact details of the Office for International Cooperation
in Education
20
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INSPIRED? THEN LET’S MOVE ON.
WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE NEEDED:

CLICK HERE

to download the application form

•

the contest application form – submitted through the online form

•

the filled and certified application form – the form is downloaded and filled in electronically, then it must be
printed and signed by the Academic Office

•

a certificate confirming the level of proficiency in a foreign language: we accept IELTS, TOEFL, DALF etc. If you
do not have any of them, you can take a test at the Language Testing Centre at St Petersburg University

•

copies of documents confirming achievements in educational and research activities such as: participation in
conferences; scientific publications; diplomas of winners and prize-winners of Olympiads; etc.

Learn more about how to go to study at a foreign university.

Double-degree programmes
Our University, as part of the agreements with partner universities, implements 15 joint master’s programs. Their graduates
receive two diplomas: one from St Petersburg University, and the second one from a foreign university. This format of
education implies parallel education at St Petersburg University and a foreign university.

If you are interested, read the catalogue of master’s
programmes
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2.6. A ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY DIPLOMA IS NOT
JUST A ‘PAPER DOCUMENT’
After graduating from the University, you will receive a diploma that is different from other Russian universities. Since 2010, we have
been issuing our own diplomas. And this is legal.
You will also find a supplement in your diploma. This supplement corresponds to the basic parameters of the Diploma Supplement
approved by the European Commission, the Council of Europe and UNESCO and known as the ‘European Diploma Supplement’.
It contains all the information that your future employer needs: lecture courses; seminars; laboratory work; recalculation of learning
outcomes according to the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS); places of internship; and online courses
studied.
The supplement also contains information about the education system in Russia. It will come in handy if you plan to work in foreign
companies.
Additionally, your future diploma will be translated into English.
Also, our diplomas feature a QR code. It makes it possible for a prospective employer to obtain complete information by clicking on
the link to the graduate’s personal profile on the University portal.
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2.7. YOUR FIRST CAREER STEPS
WHERE TO DO INTERNSHIPS
Internship is an integral part of the academic process at St Petersburg University. During the years of study, you will do
practical training, internships and pre-graduation practice. They are different in the specifics of their activities, but they are
all aimed at acquiring practical skills and abilities.
Types of practices
• Project design practice
• Field internship
• Research internship
• Teaching practice
• Clinical practice

Our University extensively involves employers in the
teaching and learning process. You therefore have an
opportunity to do internships in the largest Russian and
international companies and government agencies.
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UNIVERSITY’S CLINICS
St Petersburg University practices a unique format of developing students’ practical skills through clinical experience. We have
established special clinics that make it possible for you to acquire practical skills without interrupting the learning process.
Under the supervision of their lecturers, students implement real-world projects for customers: partners, employers and various
services of the University. The mission of such a model is to help: students fulfil their potential; and prospective employers prepare
personnel for themselves.
THE UNIVERSITY RUNS 14 CLINICS IN DIFFERENT AREAS:

» the Legal Clinic
» the Psychological Clinic
» the Social Clinic
» the Social Translation Clinic
» the Centre of Financial Literacy
» the Media Centre
» the Sociological Clinic of Applied Research
» the IT Clinic
» the Environmental Clinic
» the Archival Centre
» the Mediation Centre
» the Museum and Architectural Clinic
» the Clinic of Communication Projects
» The Linguistic Clinic

WHERE TO APPLY FOR THE INTERNSHIP
It is possible to do a research internship at St Petersburg University. However, it is only for those who have already had a bachelor’s degree
or academic work experience.
The internship is aimed at conducting a research project and improving their competencies.
Click here to learn more about how to fill out an application and what opportunities the applicants have.
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3. WHERE TO STAY?
3.1. THE LARGEST COMPLEX OF HALLS OF RESIDENCE
IN ST PETERSBURG
Our non-resident and international students can
settle in the University halls of residence located in
three districts of St Petrsburg: Petrodvortsovy District,
Vasileostrovsky District and Nevsky District. Our
complex is rightfully considered the largest in the
city. We have 13,000 places! The University halls of
residence have lounges, laundries, cafés, shops, gyms,
sport venues, and Wi-Fi.

Click here to see the addresses and contact
details of the halls of residence.
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3.2. EQUIPPED ROOMS
The halls of residence are of two types: the apartment type and the corridor type. Two or three people share one room. Regardless
of the type, all halls of residence are equipped with the necessary furniture: a bed, a bedside table, a chair, a desk, a bookshelf
and a wardrobe.
The kitchen or kitchenette can be located in the apartment or in a separate room.
To learn more about the equipment standards, visit the website or ask the manager of your hall of residence.

3.3. ACCOMMODATION IN A HALL OF RESIDENCE
A few days prior to the start of check-in, lists of the names with the address of the hall of residence are published in the special
section. Rooms are allocated in advance – there is no need to arrive on the first day of check-in. Your place has been reserved for
you and will not disappear anywhere until the first days of September!

WHAT TO DO TO CHECK IN?
• find your name on the list, and check the number and address of your hall of residence
• come to the hall of residence specified in the list, have the necessary documents issued and get the keys.
Come to your hall of residence and submit your passport, chest X-ray and vaccination certificate to its manager. As soon as you
receive your student ID card, do not forget to have your permanent pass issued.
If you are under 18, please bring your parental consent to check in.
Students who live permanently in St Petersburg can apply for places in a hall of residence only in the Petrodvortsovy District.
For them, the settlement starts after 1 October and is subject to availability.
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You can get to the University’s halls of residence from anywhere in the city by public transport, either from
the station or from the airport. The settlement departments are located in the Petrodvortsovy District and on
Vasilyevsky Island. Visit the website to find out about the boarding fees in the University’s halls of residence.
A special brochure and information on на портале will be your guide when checking into
the University’s hall of residence.
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4. WHAT FINANCIAL SUPPORT
CAN YOU GET?
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4.1. HOW BIG CAN THE SCHOLARSHIP BE?
All students enrolled in government-funded places receive a state academic scholarship. The financial value of the
scholarship is 2,080 roubles per month. To receive it constantly it is important to pass all credits and get ‘good’ and
‘excellent’ marks.
For students enrolled in the programmes of non-university level higher education, the amount of the student monthly
allowance is 728 roubles.
You also have an opportunity to receive additional scholarships. Read further to learn more.

INCREASED STATE ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
TO WHOM?
To bachelor’s, specialist’s and master’s students.
HOW MUCH?
The financial value of the scholarship is from 6,500 roubles to 10,000 roubles per month.
WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA?
They are awarded to students with achievements in academic, research, social, cultural, creative and
sports activities. Competitive selection is held at the beginning of each semester. No more than 10%
of students receiving an academic scholarship are awarded an increased scholarship.

INCREASED STATE SOCIAL SCHOLARSHIPS TO FIRST- AND SECOND-YEAR STUDENTS
TO WHOM?
They are awarded to first- and second-year bachelor’s and specialist’s students.
HOW MUCH?
The financial value of the scholarship is up to 30,000 roubles per month.
WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA?
They are awarded to full-time students enrolled in government-funded places who are receiving aid
and get ‘good’ and ‘excellent’ marks. It is paid monthly during one semester.
The state social scholarship can also be awarded to certain categories of students in bachelor’s, specialist’s and master’s degree
programmes. Its size is 3120 rubles per month. Read more about the terms here.
30
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4.2. HOW TO GET A PERSONAL/NOTABLE SCHOLARSHIP?
TO WHOM?
Students enrolled in programmes of middle level professional education and bachelor’s, specialist’s, master’s
and doctoral students.
WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA?
The criteria for each scholarship are different. Some of them are awarded to students who have considerable
achievements in academic and research activities. Others are for achievements in creative activities and sport.
HOW TO TAKE PART IN THE COMPETITION?
•
•
•

Follow up-to-date information on the University’s portal ‘Extracurricular Activities’
Read the terms and conditions and do not forget to submit documents in due time
Click here to check for updates and results of competitive selections

WHAT PERSONAL/NOTABLE SCHOLARSHIPS CAN YOU GET?
•

Personal scholarship to students of St Petersburg University
for outstanding sporting achievements

•

Lomonosov Scholarship

•

Academician Mitrofanov Scholarship

•

Rector’s scholarships for bachelor’s and master’s students at the University

•

Academician Fursenko Scholarship

•

Academician Piotrovsky Scholarship

•

Verbitskaya Scholarship

•

Ivanovsky Scholarship
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BUT THAT IS NOT ALL!
Visit our website to find a complete list of scholarships and learn more about the conditions for obtaining them.

ANY MORE QUESTIONS?
Contact the Department for Youth Affairs at urm@spbu.ru.

4.3. WELFARE SUPPORT
If our students are in difficult circumstances, we try to help them. For example, we compensate for food expenses, part
of the payment for tickets to their permanent address, or provide other welfare support. Read this section to find out
in which situations you can count on welfare support.
Applications and documents are also submitted through the student’s personal account on the University website.
Read carefully the conditions and procedure for the provision of welfare support in this section.
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4.4. START-UPS: HOW TO MAKE MONEY
FOR A DREAM?
WHAT IS ‘SPBU START-UP’?
• This is a contest of innovative and business projects prepared by our
University students. Every year, we offer lists of competitive topics: from
environmental issues to artificial intelligence.
• In simple terms, it is a great experience of teamwork on the creation of not
an educational, but a real scientific and business project.
• Additionally, finalists of the contest have an opportunity to receive a monthly
scholarship from the St Petersburg University Endowment Fund of 10,000
roubles during three months.
• It is also an opportunity to receive a prize from 100,000 to 300,000 roubles
and to win grants of 700,000 and 1,000,000 roubles to develop your project.
• You have a unique opportunity to present your start-up project instead of
defending your graduation project or term project. You can also get advice
and legal support.
Learn more
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4.5. WHAT OLYMPIADS CAN YOU PARTICIPATE IN?
St Petersburg University organises Petropolitan Science (Re)Search or PS(R)S. It is
an open international Olympiad for students and young researchers. It covers 17
areas of study.
The results of the Olympiad PS(R)S are taken into account for admission to
master’s and doctoral programmes: winners can receive up to 100 additional
points depending on the area of study.
Learn more

St Petersburg University supervises ‘Philology’, ‘Linguistic’, ‘Law’
and ‘Geography’ in an all-Russia Olympiad for students ‘I am
Professional’.
Winners and medallists of the ‘I am Professional’ Olympiad
can have many awards such as: a certificate for admission to
master’s, clinical residency and doctoral programmes; and an
internship in a large company. In 2021/2022 academic year, the
Olympiad is held in 72 fields of study.
Learn more
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5. WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO TO FULFIL
YOUR POTENTIAL?
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5.1. IN SPORTS
It has been well said that a change of activity is a rest.
Our University offers such a variety of sports clubs that you will definitely like at least one of them. Join quickly not to miss the
first competition!
SPORTS TEAMS OF ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
• rowing
• mountaineering and rock climbing
• basketball
• volleyball
• swimming
• rugby
• football
• athletics
• powerlifting
SPORTS CLUBS
• rowing
• ultimate frisbee
• aerobics
• badminton
• basketball
• boxing
• wrestling
• volleyball

• golf
• athletics
• powerlifting
• swimming
• rock climbing
• football
• rhythmic gymnastics

The teams take part in the Student Basketball Association,
Student Rowing League, Student Rugby League, National
Student Football League.

CALENDAR OF MASS SPORTS AND HEALTH EVENTS:
Events
Start of the student sports season at St Petersburg
University

20 September

Sports Festival ‘Peterhof Olympic’

September to
October

The ‘Spartakiad’ of the All-Russian Physical Culture Training
Programme ‘Ready for Labour and Defence’

October, April

Freshman Prize

November

The Champions Ball

December

St Petersburg University Winter Cup
St Petersburg University Championship in different sports

A GUIDE FOR FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

February
February to April

Powerlifting Tournament ‘Uncle Vania Cup’

April

Spassky Cup Chess Tournament

April

Visit the website of the Sports Department to learn more about sports
Track and Field Relay Race in Memory of V.V. Vasilkovsky
life at St Petersburg University and the calendar of events.
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Date

May

Summer Cup in water sports

June

Closing celebration of the sports season and summing up
the results of the academic year

June

ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
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5.2. IN CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
We cannot imagine our life without hobbies, so we invite you to join our large creative community. Open auditions for most of
the clubs are held throughout the year.
CREATIVE CLUBS
• the Dance Studio
• Irish dance club Unicorn
• artistic groups of the Cultural and Science Centre
• the G.M. Sandler academic choir
• St Petersburg University Choir
• the Vocal Studio
• the Studio Theatre
• the Russian Folk Orchestra
• the Youth Chamber Orchestra
• the Folk Music Group
• the University theatre association Filolalia
• the ensemble of early music Musica Universalis
• ‘What? Where? When?’

Learn more
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5.3. IN THE DESIRE TO HELP OTHERS
THE VOLUNTEERING CENTRE AT ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
Here you can make your personal contribution to volunteering and charity events, become a volunteer for both University and allRussia projects. We help veterans and University students, staff and alumni. We also work with dog shelters and rehabilitation centres.

MAIN AREAS OF ACTIVITY:
•

sports – we help to organise sporting events of the University and its partners

•

social – we help those in need and people with disabilities, and we also go to rehabilitation centres and animal shelters

•

environmental – we organise events and campaigns aimed at protecting nature

•

cultural – we provide voluntary and gratuitous assistance in the field of culture

•

patriotic – we do not forget our history and cultivate love for our country

•

service – we help to hold socially significant events at St Petersburg University and its partners

OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE INVOLVED IN THE ORGANISATION OF SUCH EVENTS AS:
•

FIFA World Cup

•

St Petersburg International Economic Forum

•

St Petersburg International Cultural Forum

•

St Petersburg International Labour Forum

•

...and many other major international events and projects

Would you like to join us? Learn more on the University website and subscribe to our VKontakte page.
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STUDENTS’ TEAMS AT ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
These are associations of students who are passionate about a common cause. This is not only useful but also challenging. For
example, members of the teaching teams work as counsellors in children’s camps during school holidays. Members of construction
teams in their free time work at various construction sites. Archaeological teams take part in excavations.
• Teaching teams
• Granat
• Perspektiva
• ROS
• Skazka
• Unison
• ‘Tor’ archaeological team
• ‘Povidlo’ agricultural team
• ‘Merkurii’ conductors’ team
• ‘Mozhzhevelnik’ environmental team
• ‘Ingria’ search party
Learn more about the teams
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5.4. IN MANAGING THE UNIVERSITY
THE STUDENT COUNCIL represents the opinion of students on all issues affecting their interests: the quality of education;
the arrangement of educational buildings and halls of residence; catering services; extracurricular activities; and much more.
You can be fully engaged in their work – just find your faculty or institute on the website and join.
THE TRADE UNION is an association of students and doctoral students of St Petersburg University. The trade union deals with all
issues of student life, including:
•

handling complaints on all the issues related to the teaching and learning process and staying in a
hall of residence

•

providing welfare support to socially disadvantaged students

•

taking part in event planning such as: Freshmen Initiation Day; St Petersburg University International
Festival; and many other events.

Additionally, the trade union provides free and reduced fare tickets to theatres and concerts, gym and dance school memberships,
and discounted excursions. Visit the website to learn about the activities of the trade union.

THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS CLUB is a community of international students from all over the world. With their support, it will
be much easier for you to adapt to life in Russia.
It helps foreigners and provides advice to them. The club also discusses all issues such as the comprehensive improvement of:
living conditions; learning; and leisure activities of all international students. The club also hosts various events where Russian and
international students meet. These are speaking language clubs, international and national holidays, film screenings and concerts.

Learn more about the life of the club on the website or in the group.
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5.5. HOW TO TAKE A BREAK FROM ALL THIS?
THE HEALTH-IMPROVING COMPLEX ‘UNIVERSITETSKY’

THE ‘HORIZON’ HEALTHCARE RESORT

This health-improving complex is located in the picturesque
forests of the Leningrad Region on the territory of the
Gladyshevsky nature reserve. Visitors are provided with: three
meals a day in the dining room; sports grounds and gyms;
a library; a Russian bath; and tennis and billiard tables. You
definitely won’t be bored!

Would you like to travel? Then our teaching and healthcare
centre on the Black Sea coast is a suitable option. In this
picturesque setting you will have a wonderful time. You will
have rest, gain strength, improve your health and definitely
find new friends. The resort is next to an environmentally clean
beach equipped with a rescue station and a shower. You can
rent beach equipment there.

Learn more
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6. WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF
YOU NEED MEDICAL AID?
WHAT TO DO TO GET REGISTERED AT OUTPATIENT HOSPITALS?
To receive outpatient medical care, you need to choose an outpatient hospital (as
a rule, this is the outpatient hospital closest to your place of residence) and get
registered at it.
What you need to do to get registered:
• visit the outpatient hospital
• show your compulsory medical insurance
• file an application for registration. It should be addressed to the head physician.
Outpatient medical care is provided according to the local territorial principle.
This makes it possible for physicians from an outpatient hospital to provide aid to
patients at home if necessary.
If you stay in a hall of residence on Vasilyevsky Island, we recommend that you get
registered at outpatient hospital No 3 of the Vasileostrovsky District.
If you stay in a hall of residence in Peterhof, we recommend that you get registered at
the outpatient hospital of the Nikolaevskaia Hospital.
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6.1. WHERE TO GO IF YOU GET SICK
ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENTRES
General practitioners at health centres of the University can:
consult an acutely ill patient; provide first aid; if necessary, send
into a hospital; transfer them for further observation to a local
physician of the territorial outpatient hospital; and give advice on
the tactics of examination and treatment. Medical aid is provided
on weekdays and visiting hours.
TO CALL A DOCTOR
FOR A HOME VISIT
PHONE THE FOLLOWING
TELEPHONE NUMBERS:

112
103

SEASONAL INOCULATION
Do not forget to submit your vaccination certificate to the health
centre. In the health centres of St Petersburg University, students
are routinely inoculated against tick-borne encephalitis. Seasonal
inoculation against influenza is organised every year.
INOCULATION AGAINST COVID-19
You can get inoculated against COVID-19 in St Petersburg at any of
177 vaccination points for Russian citizens and 39 points for foreign
citizens. The addresses of vaccinating centres and telephone
numbers for booking time for inoculation are published on the
website of the Health Committee.
Click here to learn more about COVID-19 vaccination.
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+

HEALTH CENTRE № 1
First floor, 16/18 7th Line, Vasilyevsky Island,
St Petersburg

+

+7 (812) 676 01 12

+

+7 (812) 428 45 31

HEALTH CENTRE № 2
First floor, 35 Universitetskii Prospect,
Peterhof

HEALTH CENTRE № 3
First floor, 16 Kamskaya Street, Vasilyevsky
Island, St Petersburg
+7 (812) 428 45 31

ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY

6.2. IF YOU GET SICK DURING A PASS/FAIL TEST OR EXAM
If you get sick shortly before an interim assessment, pass/fail test or exam, you can do the task when you recover.
WHAT TO DO TO TAKE A TEST MISSED DUE TO ILLNESS?
•

Contact your doctor and get a medical certificate of temporary disability of a student (form 095/u)

•

Submit the certificate to the Academic Office within three working days from the date
when you return from the sick leave

•

File and submit an application with a request to provide an opportunity to do the task
on another day.

Information about the medical certificates of temporary disability of students (form 095/u) is sent for verification at the
healthcare institutions. Please note that the University checks all certificates for authenticity. In the absence of confirmation
of being sick, the student is in danger of being expelled.

I AM A FOREIGNER. WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?
All international students should follow the same procedure. However, they should have a voluntary medical insurance (VMI)
and vaccination certificate with a notarised translation into Russian.
WHAT SHOULD YOUR VOLUNTARY MEDICAL INSURANCE POLICY COVER?
•

a preventive medical examination once a year, including: specialists’ examinations (general practitioner,
ophthalmologist, otolaryngologist, surgeon, cardiologist, neurologist, gynaecologist/urologist); clinical and
biochemical tests; HIV (AIDS) tests (form No 50); syphilis tests; hepatitis tests; chest X-ray examination or
fluorography; ECG; and, if medically required, echocardiography and ultrasound scan;

•
•
•
•
•

examination by an infectious disease physician upon admission to an educational institution;
provision of outpatient medical diagnostic and treatment care;
doctor home visits;
inpatient care – emergency hospitalisation in city hospitals;
in case of a serious pathology or life-threatening injury, repatriation to the country of
permanent residence or citizenship at the expense of the insurance company.
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7. WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE NEEDED?
7.1. TEMPORARY REGISTRATION
If you are going to stay in a hall of residence, you need to
contact the staff of the Passport and Visa Department and
submit the following documents:
• passport and its copy
• tenancy agreement and its copy
• consent of your parent or legally authorised representative
(if you are under 18).
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PASSPORT REGISTRATION OFFICERS
IN PETERHOF
•

Hall of Residence No 10, office 113, 66/2 Botanichskaya Street
(for students residing in Halls of Residence No 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23)
+7 (812) 363 64 08

IN ST PETERSBURG
•

Hall of residence No 1, office 4, 20/1 Korablestroitelei Street
(for students residing in Halls of Residence No 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 19)
+7 (812) 355 62 28

•

Hall of Residence No 17, office 8, 66 6th Line, Vasilyevsky Island (for students residing in Halls
of Residence No 6, 17, 18)
+7 (812) 324 12 70 (ext. 5020)

!

If you are going to rent an apartment or stay with your
relatives or friends, the documents for your registration
must be filed by the owner of the property.
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7.2. FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
All foreign citizens arriving in St Petersburg must register their residence. This can be done in several ways depending on
where you are going to stay.
IN A HALL OF RESIDENCE
If you are accommodated in the University hall of residence, you should contact the Passport and Visa Department within
3 (three) working days after your arrival and submit the following documents:
• the tenancy agreement
• your passport and its copy with all marked pages
• your migration card (if any) and its copy
THE PASSPORT AND VISA SUPPORT DEPARTMENT OF ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
Office 102, Rector’s Wing, 7-9B Universitetskaya Embankment
+7 (812) 363 64 03
FOR THOSE WHO STAY IN PETERHOF
Hall of Residence No 10, office 103, 66/2 Botanicheskaya street
+7 (812) 363 64 07
IN A FLAT / HOSTEL / HOTEL
If you are going to rent an apartment or a room, the documents for your registration must be filed by your ‘receiving party’:
the owner of the property or the hotel / hostel administration.
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PLEASE NOTE!
You are strongly advised to immediately inform the Passport and Visa Department about your arrival in Russia
(pvo@spbu.ru) and send a copy of the migration card. Once you have filled in all the necessary documents (migration
registration at a private address, voluntary health insurance), immediately send their copies to the Passport and Visa
Department.
Migration registration is carried out only at the place of your actual residence by the owner of the residential premises
only at the authorised organisations (Department for Migration of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia, Multifunctional
Public Services Centre). Migration registration at other organisations is illegal.
DON’T FORGET TO:
•

inform about your arrival or departure from Russia to the staff members of the
Passport and Visa Support Department and the Academic Office;

•

register your residence in due course;

•

purchase a Voluntary Medical Insurance policy and send its copy to the staff
members of the Passport and Visa Support Department and the Academic Office;

•

extend the visa and period of stay in due course;

•

inform the staff members of the Passport and Visa Support
Department and the Academic Office about any data
(documents, contacts) changes;

•

You should submit documents for extending the period of stay
or the period of your visa no later than 20 working days before
the end of the current period.

Read this section to learn more about the rules
of stay in the Russian Federation for international
students.
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7.3. TRAVEL CARD ANYWHERE
WHAT IS THIS?

WHAT DOES THE MONTHLY TICKET INCLUDE?

Have a contactless smart card issued. It significantly saves your
budget. You will be able to use it in any city public transport: metro,
bus, tram and trolleybus.

It includes 100 metro rides per month and unlimited rides by
aboveground public transport. The student smart card is not
operational on commercial transport routes and it does not
work in taxis.

FOR STUDENTS RECEIVING AID
A free travel pass is provided in case of loss of a breadwinner or for
students from large families. For that to happen, it is necessary to
contact Office 101 in the Rector’s Wing during the first two weeks
of September.

HOW TO HAVE YOUR SMART CARD ISSUED?
At the centres for issuing smart cards
While your smart card is being issued, we recommend that
you have a temporary card ‘Course’ issued at any metro ticket
office. As soon as your student smart card is ready, you can
refund the cost of the ‘Course’ card at any metro ticket office
within 45 days from the date of purchase. The smart card
production time is 10 days.
On the website карта-онлайн.рф
Required documents for having your student smart card
issued are your passport and photo 3x4. The fares can be
found on the metro website by clicking on the link.
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7.4. MILITARY REGISTRATION AND ENLISTMENT OFFICE
On the basis of Paragraph 1 of Article 10 of Federal Law No 53-FZ ‘On Military Duty and Military Service’ dated 28 March 1998,
citizens are required to appear within two weeks from the date of acquisition of Russian citizenship at the military commissariat
at the place of stay (place of registration) for military registration.
On the basis of Paragraph 2 of Article 10 of Federal Law No 53-FZ ‘On Military Duty and Military Service’ dated 28 March 1998, the
citizens who are subject to conscription for military service but are to leave during the period of conscription for a period of more
than three months from their place of residence and (or) places of stay, including those not confirmed by registration at the place
of residence and (or) place of stay, must in-person report to the military commissariat.
In accordance with Paragraph 1 of Article 8 of Federal Law No 58-FZ, citizens are required to be registered for military service,
excepting the citizens permanently residing outside the Russian Federation.
WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO GET MILITARY REGISTRATION AT ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY?
After acquiring citizenship of the Russian Federation, having registered for the military service at the
military commissariat at the place of residence (registration), you must visit the Military Registration Desk
at St Petersburg University.
WHERE CAN I REGISTER FOR THE MILITARY SERVICE?
Those who live in St Petersburg and the Leningrad Region or in the halls of residence No 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 17, 18, 19
should visit: Office 401, 3P, Filologicheskii Lane, St Petersburg, +7 (812) 328 97 84.
Those who live in St Petersburg and the Leningrad Region or live in the halls of residence No 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23 (students in Peterhof): Office 1511, 28a, Universitetsky Prospekt, Peterhof,
+7 (812) 428 49 20

Opening hours for military registration at the Military Registration Desk of St Petersburg University:
Monday–Thursday: 9.20am –11am; 11.15am–1pm; 1.45pm –3pm; 3.15pm–5pm.
WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE NEEDED?
· passport of the Russian Federation;
· certificate of a citizen subject to conscription for military service, or a military ID (certificate of the place of
temporary registration in the hall of residence or certificate of registration at the place of stay (if available)).
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7.5. YOU NEED TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE.
HOW TO HAVE A CERTIFICATE OF THE STUDENT STATUS ISSUED?

1
PLEASE SPECIFY IN ADVANCE WHERE
YOU ARE GOING TO SUBMIT THE CERTIFICATE
(FOR EXAMPLE, THE NAME OF THE COMPANY
WHERE YOUR PARENTS OR FOSTER PARENTS WORK)

2
CONTACT A STAFF MEMBER
OF THE ACADEMIC OFFICE

3
FILL IN AND SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION –
THE FORM IS PROVIDED BY A STAFF MEMBER
OF THE ACADEMIC OFFICE

Certificates are issued within three working days (excluding the date of submission of the application form).
To have your academic transcript or a statement of a period of study issued you should submit an application in scanned
form addressed to Marina Lavrikova, Vice-Rector for Academic Activities and Teaching Methods by e-mail to spbu@spbu.ru.
The application should contain your personal signature.

ISSUANCE TIME
• within three working days after the issuance of the expulsion order – for those who have been expelled
• within 10 working days after submitting the application – for students
If you are unable to personally collect the certificate, the certificate can be collected by an authorised person
by power of attorney from the staff members of the Final Assessment Department (Address: office 205,
Rector’s Wing, 7/9 Universitetskaya Embankment). The certificate can also be sent by post.
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8. WHERE TO GO?
NON-TRIVIAL
#УНИВЕРСИТЕТБОГАТ
8.1. MUSEUMS
Our University is famous for its rich museum collections:
from a collection of unique minerals to exhibitions dedicated
to great University students and staff and their inventions.
We have recently launched clickable tours of museums.
Follow the link to see them at any time.

• Vladimir Nabokov Museum
• Dmitri Mendeleev Museum and Archives
• Diaghilev Museum of Modern Art
• Museum of the History of Physics and
Mathematics
• Herbarium of St Petersburg University
• Palaeontological and Stratigraphic
Museum
• Mineralogical Museum

ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
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8.2. ICONIC PLACES
St Petersburg University has many unique places with their own
rich history and atmosphere. We recommend visiting them in
your free time.

MODERN SCULPTURE PARK
The park, founded in 2002, is located in the courtyard of the palace
of Peter II on Universitetskay Embankment. During this time, it has
become one of the main city attractions. More than a thousand
people visit the park every year. A lot of interesting art objects
have been unveiled here: from unusual sculptures to monuments
to scientists, public figures, writers, poets and literary characters.
In total, there are about 50 objects. Interestingly, the Park was the
first place in Russia where appeared monuments to Pak Kyongni,
Vladimir Nabokov, and Confucius.
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THE BOTANICAL GARDEN
In the courtyard of the Twelve Collegia building,
there is a real oasis. It is the oldest university
botanical garden in Russia.
The garden has unique collections of aquatic and
coastal, coniferous and spore plants. There are
also plants that are not easy to find in our city:
palms and cycads.
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THE PARK OF THE SERGIEVKA MANOR HOUSE
At the weekend, we advise you to visit the ‘Sergievka’ manor house. It is a historical, cultural and natural monument of the 18th
century. The manor house park is located in picturesque places on the southern coast of the Neva Bay. Both popular and rare plant
species grow here. Among its attractions is the summer palace of the Dukes of Leuchtenberg. It was built in 1839-1842 by the famous
architect Andrei Stackenschneider. Another attraction is the ‘Stone Head’. It is a sculpture by an unknown artist. Many legends and
secrets are composed about it.
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8.3. EVENTS
Every year, our University hosts open lectures by outstanding scientists, cultural workers
and famous public figures from both Russia and foreign countries.

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL EVENTS
• lectures
• seminars
• conferences
• photo contests
• concerts
• performances
• festivals
• exhibitions
Follow the events on the website
so as not to miss anything.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
• the Winter Ball
• ‘What? Where? When’ games

CURRENT EVENTS GUIDE
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8.4. THE UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOPS
In our bookshops, you will find the most complete range of books and periodicals from
St Petersburg University and intellectual literature in all areas of knowledge
ADDRESSES OF SHOPS
• 5 Mendeleevskaya Line
• 15 6th Line, Vasilyevsky Island
• Specialised literature on philology, art studies,
and Russian as a foreign language
11 Universitetskaya Embankment
• Specialised literature on psychology
6 Makarov Embankment
• Specialised literature on mathematics, physics,
and chemistry
Hall, first floor, 3 Ulianovskaia Street, Peterhof
• Specialised literature on management
Mikhailovskaya Dacha Campus, 109
Sankt-Peterburgskoe Shosse, Petehof
Learn more

8.5. GIFT SHOP
At St Petersburg University, there is an official gift shop. Students and alumni across the
globe can purchase souvenirs and various things with the coat of arms of alma mater.
The shop offers a wide variety of products: pens and notepads, postcards, canvas bags,
thermal mugs, and raincoats to name but a few.
Website of the online gift shop
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9. ANY MORE QUESTIONS?
9.1. VIRTUAL RECEPTION
Virtual Reception was created in 2011. It was designed to ensure
communication of University students and staff with vice-rectors
and directors of institutes, deans of faculties, heads of departments
and other officials of St Petersburg University.

ANY QUESTIONS?
Ask them on the website

If you cannot identify whom to address a question, you can address
it to the head of the Administrative Control Department.

PLEASE NOTE
• Anonymous messages are not accepted for consideration
• During the review process, you may be invited to a personal meeting
with an official

Click here to see the answers.
Your question might have already been
resolved.
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9.2. CONTACTS OF ST PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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SUBSCRIBE TO ST PETERSBURG UNIVERS
ITY
COMMUNITIES ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FOLLOW THE NE

WS.

»
»
»

Vkontakte
YouTube
Telegram
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Visit the official website english.spbu.ru for
the current information on all activities of St
Petersburg University
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